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W88-0059.1.  Kansfield, Norman J. 
 Papers, 1974-2015.  3.50 linear ft.  PARTIALLY RESTRICTED 
 
Abstract 
 
 Norman Kansfield received an A.B. degree Hope College, 1962; a B.D. from Western 
Theological Seminary (WTS), 1965; a S.T.M. from Union Seminary, New York, 1967; an M.A. 
from Chicago University, 1970; and a Ph.D. from Chicago University, 1981.  He was licensed by 
the Reformed Church in America (RCA) in the Classis of Illiana in 1965 and ordained by the 
RCA Classis of Queens in 1965.  Kansfield served as a pastor in the Second Reformed Church of 
Astoria, New York, 1965-1968.  He also served as associate librarian at Western Theological 
Seminary from 1970-1974, and librarian of the John Walter Beardslee Library at Western 
Theological Seminary from 1974-1983.  He served as a professor for Western Theological 
Seminary from1982-1983.  He returned to librarianship when he served as the librarian for 
Colgate Rochester Divinity School from 1983-1992, and librarian at St. Bernard’s Institute, 
Rochester, New York, from1983-1992.  He became president at New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary on February 20, 1993, and resigned that post and that of General Synod Professor in 
2005.  His collection includes materials concerning the construction of the Cook Center for 
Theological Education at WTS, correspondence, faculty agenda and minutes, library records, and 
chapel worship schedules. 
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Biography 
 
Norman J. Kansfield was born in East Chicago, Indiana, in 1940, to Orval R. and 
Margaret Kansfield.  He received his A.B. from Hope College, Holland, Michigan, 1962; his 
B.D. from Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan, 1965; his S.T.M. from Union 
Seminary, New York, 1967; M.A. from Chicago University, 1970; and Ph.D. from Chicago 
University, 1981. 
 Kansfield was licensed by the Reformed Church in American (RCA) Classis of Illiana 
and ordained by the RCA Classis of Queens in1965.  He served as a pastor at the Second 
Reformed Church of Astoria, New York, from1965-1968. 
 He served as associate librarian at Western Theological Seminary from 1970-1974, and 
librarian of the John Walter Beardslee Library at Western Theological Seminary from 1974-
1983.  He also served as a professor for Western Theological Seminary from 1982-1983.  He 
returned to librarianship when he served as the librarian for Colgate Rochester Divinity School 
from 1983-1992, and librarian at St. Bernard’s Institute, Rochester, New York, from 1983-1992. 
He became president at New Brunswick Theological Seminary on February 20, 1993, and 
resigned that post, and that of General Synod Professor, in 2005. 
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His collection includes materials concerning the construction of the Cook Center for 
Theological Education at WTS, correspondence, faculty agenda and minutes, library records, and 
chapel worship schedules.  Folders are arranged alphabetically by subject. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
 
Academic Dean, Candidates, 1980-1981 (RESTRICTED) 
Articles, “The Children of Outsiders:  Insights into an Immigration,” 2015 
The Adrian Leiby Memorial Seminar, 1978 
American Theological Library Association Reports, 1976-1977 
APCO Graphics, 1977 
Archive Collection, n.d. 
Association for Case Teaching, 1979 
Beardslee Library MLC Report, 1977 
Biographical, 1975-2015 
Board of Theological Education, By-Laws and Reports, n.d., 1979, 1981 
Books Donated by Rev. and Mrs. Anthony A. Tinklenberg (list), n.d. 
Books Received from the Church Herald (list), 1975 
Brochures, 1972 
Chapel Worship, 1971-1982 (3 folders) 
Chicago Classis, Correspondence, March 14, 1972 
Comparative Studies, Book Purchases, April-July 1979 
Cook Center 
  Building Plans and Correspondence, 1978, 1979 
  Building Promotion, 1978 
  Correspondence, Schuller Video Education Proposal, 1979 
  Donor Lists and Special Gifts, 1981 (RESTRICTED) 
  Interior Design and Furnishings, Contract Proposals, 1979-1980 
  Stack Arrangements, n.d. 
  Topping Out and Dedications, 1980, 1981 
  Video Education Center, 1979 
 Correspondence, n.d., 1970-1978 (10 folders) 
 
Box 2 
 
 Correspondence, 1979-1983 (5 folders) 
 Correspondence 
  John W. Beardslee, III, 1970-1978 
  Arie Brouwer, 1977-1980 
  Elton Bruins, 1969-1980 (scattered) 
  James I. Cook, 1977 
  Marion deVelder, 1977-1979 
  Paul DeVries, 1978 
  Carl H. Droppers, 1977-1979 
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  Elton M. Eenigenburg, 1970-1979 
  Eugene Heideman, 1974-1978 
  I. John Hesselink, 1974-1982 
  Henry Kleinheksel, 1970-1974 
  Roy Klomparens, 1976 
  Marie K. Morgan, n. d., 1972-1976 
  John Piet, 1975 
  Herman J. Ridder, 1970-1979 
  Al Schreuder, 1976 
  Morrie Swart, 1975 
  Robert P. Swierenga, 1978 
 Coughenour, Robert A., Installation as Dean, 1982 
 Curriculum, n.d., 1967-1971 
 Directory, 1970-1971, 1971-1972 
 Dissertation Abstract by Norman Jay Kansfield, 1981 
 Education of American Ministers, A Historical Bibliography, 1978 
 Every Scribe Trained for the Kingdom, by N. Kansfield, 1974 
 Expand Western 
  Advance and Major Gifts Committee, n.d., 1978, 1979 
  Brochure and Case Statement, n.d., 1978 
 Extension of Building Facilities Committee, 1976, 1977 
 Faculty Agenda and Minutes, 1971-1981 (10 folders) 
 A Future for the Libraries, 1979 
 Ghost of Revivals Past, n.d. 
 Gifts to Beardslee Library, n.d., 1970-1983 (2 folders) 
 Goals for Small Theological Libraries, 1980 
 
Box 3 
 
 Heideman, Eugene P., Installation as Dean, 1978 
 Historical Bibliography of RCA and Hymnody, n.d. 
 Holland Area Hunger Coalition, 1982 
 “I Support Norm” Bumper Sticker and Pin, 2005 
 In the Worship Workshop, Vol. II, Issue 9, Sept. 1974 
 Inventory, Library of the Rev. Dr. Clarence P. Dame, n.d. 
 A Ministry for Books, n.d. 
 Minutes of Particular Synods and Classes, Microfilmed in Beardslee Library, July, 1976 
 Minutes of Particular Synods, RCA, Archives, WTS, 1976 
 Miscellaneous, n.d. 
 A More Excellent Way by Paul F. Perry, n.d. 
 Mulder Chair Proposal, n.d. 
 New Microfiche Collection, University of Montana, n.d. 
 The Preacher’s Spectrum, by Don M. Wardlaw, n.d. 
 Principles for the Planning and Construction of Seminary Library Buildings, 1980 
 Questionnaire for Library Journal Architectural Issue, 1980 
 Recommendation for Thomas Boogaart, n.d. (RESTRICTED) 
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 Resumes for Russell L. Gasero and Sandra S. Peterson, n.d., 1977 (RESTRICTED) 
 Sale of Old Library Furnishings, 1981  
 Seminary Standards, 1971-1972 
 St. Patricks Seminary, n.d. 
 Status of Theological Seminary Libraries, n.d. 
 Thesis and Dissertation Form, 1981 
 Union Theological Library, 1981 
 Van Raalte Family 
  Archival Papers Donation, 1970 
  Furniture Donation, 1976 
 Weekly Bulletin, October 6, November 22, 1972 
 Western Theological Seminary, Committees, Schedules, n.d. 
 Wilterdink, Garret A., Installation, 1977 
 Western Theological Seminary Viewbook Proposal, 1980 
 Wolfert Conferences, 1973-1976 
